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“Providing an opportunity for our people to have a livelihood and to live sustainably
is important. People who have a steady income will be self-reliant and able to contribute to the

prosperity of the Country.”

--King Rama IX’s Kasetsart University Commencement Address, July 19%, 1974
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Livelihood Development Projects

King Rama IX was concerned about His people suffering from poverty —resulting
from a lack of agricultural knowledge and land. He was determined to help provide access
to better income earning opportunities to enable His people to be self-reliant. Development
projects were initiated to study and experiment with aspects of agriculture, such as water
& land management, integrated farming, and marketing, so people could apply their new
knowledge practically. The goal was to enable the people to sustain themselves and their

families.

The Livelihood Development Projects were spread across Thailand to conduct
workshops on agricultural technology, arts and crafts, palm oil industrial workshops, and
plant breeding workshops. The outcome of these activities was the people being able to

apply the knowledge to earn a living sustainably and support their families.
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1.The Royal Hill Tribe Development Project

King Rama IX initiated the Royal projects to
improve the quality of life of the hill tribe people. He
was determined to help them access sustainable income
earning opportunities. Also, He wanted to get the hill
tribe people to stop growing opium and eliminate drug
related problems in Thailand. King Rama IX built the
Angkhang Royal Agricultural Station, which was the
first research center for the Royal projects. The research
center experimented by growing many kinds of winter
crops to see which ones grew best in northern Thailand
and introduced those crops to the hill tribe people to
replace opium. Today, many cash crops, like strawber-
ries, arabica coffee, Royal red beans, cabbage, peach-

es, kiwis, and passion fruit successfully grow there.
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Later, when the hill tribe people grew more winter crops, the supply became greater than demand and so their
prices dropped dramatically. Moreover, the produce had a short shelf-life, because it needed to travel long dis-
tances to reach customers. Quality control was challenging. So, the project bought the produce from the hill tribe

farmers for reasonable prices to make processed agricultural products and a processed food factory was built.
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The Royal Hill Tribe Development Project gave opportunities to people who once suffered from
opioid addiction to recover and earn income. Now, they are valuable members of society. The products
of the Royal Hill Tribe Development Project help develop a sustainable local economy. Besides the
benefits to the hill tribe people, customers have access to good, nutritious, organic foods, especially
good-quality winter produce. There have been studies about how to grow winter crops in Thailand to

decrease reliance on imports. These crops are exported worldwide, boosting the Thai economy.
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2. The Royal Dairy Cows

In September 1960, King Rama IX and Her
Majesty Queen Sirikit visited Europe. They stayed in
Denmark and became interested in its dairy farms. In
January 1961, experts from Denmark came to Thailand
to establish the Thai-Denmark dairy cattle demonstra-
tion farm and the training center at Muak Lek District
in Saraburi Province, which is covered by mountains

and rivers, and is not far from Bangkok.
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On January 16, 1962, King Rama IX and King Frederick IX of Denmark presided over the grand opening
of the Thai-Denmark dairy cattle demonstration farm and training center. In 1971, the Royal Thai Government
took control of the demonstration farm and training center, making it a state enterprise operated by the Ministry
of Agriculture and Cooperatives. Its name was changed to the Dairy Farming Promotion Organization of Thailand

(DPO), whose objective is to support raising dairy cattle and developing the dairy industry.
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