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Forest Management for Developmentﬁ’f
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“Forests are important natural resources. They are an important food source
for the people who live in them. If they want something, they use the resources of
the forests to fill their needs. Forests contain the resources needed to provide the
four necessities of life: food, clothing, shelter, and medicine. When I was working
on the anti-malaria project at the training center in Cambodia, I invited some local
people to meet with me. I told them we had no time to go to a supermarket to buy
what we want. What we have here is in forests. Fertile forests help prevent floods,

soil erosion, and droughts as well.”

Her Royal Highness Princess Maha Chakri Sirindhorn

At the Rak Pa Nan forest conservation event held at the academic affairs office and

learning center, Chulalongkorn University, Pha Sing Sub-district, Mueang District in Nan Province
March 10%, 2014
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HRH Princess Maha Chakri Sirindhorn’s
Advice on Forest Conservation

Her Royal Highness Princess Maha Chakri Sirindhorn would like the people
in rural areas to use their natural resources to earn money to support themselves.
People play a key role in forest conservation and natural resource management.
When people take ownership of their forests, they can use their forests and natural

resources sustainably. King Rama IX suggested the following 8 ways of doing so.

1. Growing more trees to replace the degraded forest areas and where slash
and burn agriculture was practiced.

2. Growing more trees on hillsides because fertile hill forests will result in
fertile lands.

3. Not removing weeds because they function as ground cover plants and keep
the soil moist. Trees planting should be done by digging a hole 51 cm in
diameter. The weeds and plants around the hole will provide shade for the growing
tree. There is no need for additional shade trees or plants.

4. Not using pesticides or harsh chemicals because their toxicity stays in the
soil for a long time.

5. Before growing trees, big thick weeds like cogon grass should be removed
because they obstruct the growth of the new trees. Do not remove other weeds in
deciduous forests if they are not in the way.

6. The soil should not be ploughed before planting trees because the topsoil
contains a lot of nutrients and 81% of trees planted in soil where the topsoil was

removed will die.



7. Grow the forests so people can gain extra income. Encourage people to
participate in tree planting activities. Educate them about the importance of the
forests.

8. Before expanding forests, find out what trees were there and plant more of
a similar type. Do not plant invasive foreign species without careful consideration.

In some areas, planting fast-growing trees like rubber trees is a great option.
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Forest Conservation in Nan

Nan is where the Nan and Yom Rivers begin. These two rivers flow into the Chaopraya River.
Between 2008 and 2013, Nan faced problems associated with natural resources and the environment -
people encroached on public forestlands, cut down trees, and built houses in restricted areas. This had an
enormous impact on the environment. There were forest fires, smog, and floods. In 2011, there was a big

flood in Nan, which led to massive floods all over Thailand.
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Her Royal Highness Princess Maha Chakri Sirindhorn saw the forests quickly degrade. She was so
concerned She called for an urgent meeting on Monday March 10™, 2014, to explore how to restore and
conserve the forests in Nan. The meeting was held at the Chulalongkorn University academic affairs and
learning center locate in the Phasing sub-district of Mueang district in Nan Province. The meeting acted
as a springboard for the discussions regarding forest restoration in Nan. Her Royal Highness Princess

Maha Chakri Sirindhorn expressed Her thoughts on sustainable forestry:
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“There are many ways to maintain the sustainability of our forests and
natural resources. One important way is to give our children the opportunity to
learn from their natural environment. When they learn about and understand nature,
they will develop attachment and ownership over their community’s natural
resources. The community should organize activities to allow children to have
hands-on experience with forests conservation. Children should learn the way of
life of the people in the community. They should learn to live with nature and protect
the environment using modern technology. They should keep a balance between

preserving local wisdom and using technology in forest conservation.”
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